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hours did they deliver themselves, and I who heard them
am as well as can be expected. . . . One evening a Canadian
gentleman asked me what I thought of the debate. 6 Well,'
I said, with a sort of sigh, ' the speeches were rather shorter

perhaps------J    c Never mind,' he said briskly, mistaking the

cause of my sigh, c you will have some much longer to-
morrow !' "

He was greatly struck by the charm of Quebec,
thinking it like Edinburgh, with its fortress crown.
He was also impressed by the overflowing attendance
at the Catholic churches in Quebec, adding: " Oddly
enough, though the population is chiefly composed
of French Catholics, the Sunday in Quebec is the
most rigidly observed in the world. Not an apple
stall may be open. There is an old French law
against it."

On his return to the United States he enjoyed some
varied experiences which are best narrated from the
notes which he made at the time. In other countries,
but most of all in America, the particular brand of
shyness that puzzled many of his compatriots did not
affect his bearing either in the company of his
intimate acquaintances or among strangers. He
sprang into easy popularity there, and established
some lasting ties of affectionate friendship. The closest
was with Samuel Ward, " Uncle Sam " to a host of
Americans, and a man of wide knowledge and great
personal charm. He was a scholar and a poet, whose
Lyrical Recreations were distinguished and thoughtful,
though none of them attained the splendid sweep of
his sister's1 "Battle Hymn of the Republic." He
was extraordinarily well-read, and was perhaps some-
times guilty of the foible of omniscience ; for some of
his livelier New York friends insisted that his declared
devotion to the charms of the Differential Calculus
was based on reminiscences of his youth, rather than
on any recent employment of that mathematical
method. A brilliant marriage into one of the great

1 Mrs. Julia Ward Howe.